EPISODES   OP  THE   GEE AT   WAR         [1915

reserves been present, Krithia and Achi Baba could
have been carried by a direct frontal attack. The
tragedy of Gallipoli was that when reinforcements
came thev were invariably too late, and the situation
had so changed, that what could have been achieved
by their aid a fort-night before was now impossible.

On 30th April two further battalions of the Royal
Naval Division disembarked, and next day came
the 29th Brigade of Indian infantry.   The first days
of May saw various Turkish attacks which failed,
and Allied counterstrokes which were brought to an
end by barbed wire and machine guns.   On 6th May
the first new attempt was made upon Krithia.   As
the result of three days' fighting our front was
advanced a thousand yards, but we had not touched
the enemy's main position.   We realized its unique
strength; and all ideas of rushing it were abandoned.
On the night of the 12th the Gurkhas of the 29th
Indian Brigade, under cover of a cannonade from
the water, rushed the bluffs above Beach Y with few
casualties.    For the rest of the month the battle
languished,   while  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  was   slowly
wringing drafts out of the Government at home.
All his units had taken the field short of establish-
ment, and he found it impossible to keep them at
anything like a normal strength.    Some  of the
divisions were already only divisions in name.   His
position had become one of tragic difficulty.    He
could not sit still at Helles under the perpetual
bombardment from Achi Baba.   The heats of sum-
mer were increasing, and in that crowded heel of
land his position would soon be one of intense dis-
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